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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility – GP, was held on Oct. 28, 2017, in 
Hobbs, NM. There were 374 inmates and family members who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 14 
inmates who were in the praise band, and there were 11 volunteers who were able to attend the Family 
Day.  The volunteers came from 11 different churches and were from Albuquerque, Moriarty, and Hobbs. 
 
The Albuquerque volunteers arrived at the prison on Friday night for “Asset training” and to prepare the 
men for what to expect at the Family Day.  That way they are additional “team members” and also have 
learned about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, ways to strengthen families and cut at-risk 
behaviors. The men learned that if you have more than 30 of the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk 
behaviors are greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people today have far fewer Assets© the 
men learned that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us will better prepare us keep more 
Assets in place during difficult times.   
 
Saturday morning the volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day. 
Paper bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  Platters of homemade 
cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations 
too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone 
played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all 
the children who were there participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the 
fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The praise band at Lea County is outstanding, and everyone loved the music and 
singing.  
 
Next the room was transformed into a “sowing field” as Ann led the Bible story of The Parable of the 
Sower.  The “Sower” was chosen, as were the initial “seeds’, the “birds of the air”, the “thorns”, the 
“stompers” and the “rock”.  The “Sower” sowed the first seeds.  They started to grow and then they were 
trampled upon and withered and died.  The field was cleared and the Sower sowed some more seeds.  
The birds of the air came and pecked at them and finally they withered and died.  The field was cleared 
again.  Again the Sower sowed seeds, but they feel between the thorns and the thorns chocked the seeds 
and they withered and died.  Next the Sower sowed the seeds on the rock and they withered and died.  
But when the Sower finally sowed the seeds on GOOD SOIL, the seeds grew and grew and even grew a 
hundredfold!  Everyone loved being part of the story, especially when everyone at the end was a seed 
that grew a hundredfold!   
 
Ann reflected on this parable and how often we don’t grow as we should and get stomped upon, choked 
by the “thorns” in our lives, and pecked by the “birds” and distractions in our lives.  But once we fall on 
good soil, we can not only grow, but surpass all expectations and grow a hundredfold!  With God as the 
Sower, all things are possible. 
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
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of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Other 
program leaders shared about programs at LCCF, and the men shared about the special seminary 
program that is now being offered at LCCF.   
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the donated pizza by a 
generous donor, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held 
at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Everyone pulled out their plastic spoons and 
soon everyone was hanging a spoon on their nose!  It was absolutely amazing how long people could keep 
a spoon on their noses!  After many movements, spins, and even the hokey pokey, and finalists had a “run 
to the finish” to determine the final winners.  It was SO much fun watching everyone laugh and have such a 
good time.  Certificate were awarded to the proud winners, as we all laughed and cheered. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful the 
Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Family Day Party today because: 
1. To see my dad and have a great time together. 
2. My dad. I love to see my dad. 
3. My nephew. 
4. I came to visit my son. 
5. Visit my son. 
6. I wanted to see my brother. 
7. To see my family. 
8. To spend the time with my son. 
9. I like to spend time with my family in a positive atmosphere. 
10. I wanted to visit my son in a more positive setting. 
11. I was invited by my stepson. 
12. A chance to see family. 
13. So I could have a fun day with my family and my dad.  Enjoy my birthday with my family and dad. 
14. Family. 
15. To spend time with all of my family and it was my son’s birthday.  Thank you for this. 
16. To see the love of my life and lucky for us it is our son’s birthday!!!  So he gets to have a great time with his 

daddy on his birthday. 
17. To be with my family. 
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18. My grandson is here. 
19. Spend time with my family. 
20. I get to spend family time. 
21. I get to spend time with my brother. 
22. My son invited me. 
23. Because my son invited me. 
24. My son invited me to this event. 
25. I wanted to spend time with my family in a different visiting setting. 
26. I wanted to have fun. 
27. I wanted to see my family. 
28. To see my brother. 
29. Daddy. 
30. To be with family. 
31. To meet other families. 
32. To see family. 
33. I wanted extra special time with my son and my family. 
34. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
35. I planned to be a volunteer and did come. 
36. To be with my family. 
37. To support my nephew and to make him feel better, be more supportive. 
38. Be with my family and learn about God. 
39. To visit my father. 
40. I was invited. 
41. Was invited by inmate. 
42. Brings families together. 
43. I came to see my step-dad. 
44. I came to see my husband. 
45. Because of my man. 
46. I was coming to have a day with my grandson. 
47. I wanted to enjoy being with my family. 
48. My brother. 
49. I wanted to visit my brother. 
50. My husband invited me and I wanted to come see him. 
51. To hear the word of God and to be with my loved one. 
52. I wanted to see both of my sons. 
53. To spend time with my mom and my brother. 
54. Spend time with my family. 
55. Be with family. 
56. Family—see our grandson. 
57. I wanted to see my son. 
58. We wanted to see our nephew. 
59. To see my brother. 
60. Invited by my son. 
61. I heard it was a positive and enjoyable thing to experience. 
62. An excellent opportunity. Wings Family Day provided mentors relating to my family member and other 

individuals and families. 
63. To make family bond stronger. 
64. We were invited by our son. 
65. It’s a nice family day.  We got to meet new people and meet other inmates. 
66. To visit my dad. 
67. I wanted to have a good time with my dad and uncle.  It was worth the drive just to see them smile. 
68. My son. 
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69. Family. 
70. My mother. 
71. Visit my son. 
72. I wanted to visit my dad. 
73. My father invited me to come to an experience that was happening. 
74. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
75. I’d like the Wings Family Day to come every year. 
76. It is a blessing. 
77. My dad is in prison. 
78. To have time to build family ties. 
79. Hobbs is an innovative prison because they have a wonderful seminary and awesome inmates. 
80. To see family and share. 
81. Family. 
82. To visit my brother. 
83. To visit my friend. 
84. We want to see my son and share time with him. 
85. To support our son, 
86. See my son. 
87. To see my family and have a good time. 
88. I wanted to be a companion for my dad. 
89. I came to the Wings Family Day because I came to see my uncle for the first time. 
  
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Spending time with my dad and got to eat. 
2. I came to see my dad. 
3. Seeing and tasting the delicious homemade cookies and the ones that said “U R Loved!”   
4. Family time at lunch and with new friends. 
5. Getting to know each other’s families.  
6. Sharing our table. 
7. Eat and reunite with the family. 
8. Spending time with my son. Group activities as well. 
9. Spending time with my family. 
10. Seeing the change that my son has made within his self. 
11. Getting a hug from my son. 
12. Playing with the kids. 
13. Meeting new friends. 
14. Spend the day with my wife, son, mom and friends. 
15. Getting to kinda cuddle with my man, it’s been so long since I’ve got to hold him. Seeing my son 

express his creativity with his pops. 
16. Seeing everyone having a good time.  
17. Seeing my grandson and nice program. 
18. The happiness on families faces. 
19. Participation of all the families. 
20. Praying and learning about the Word of God. 
21. When we learn about God. 
22. I could be living alongside my son. 
23. Togetherness and love of God. 
24. The testimony. 
25. Seeing all the men participating. 
26. Seeing my stepson. 
27. Church with all my new brothers and sisters. 
28. Arts and crafts. 
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29. Meeting new people. 
30. To meet others and spend time with our kids. 
31. Seeing my dad and praising God. 
32. Party time with the grandkids and my son and family time. 
33. Seeing everyone happy to see their loved ones. 
34. Seeing families acting spontaneously. 
35. To see my son. 
36. Listening to the inmates speak of the Lord. 
37. Communication. 
38. Family and food. 
39. When we ate. 
40. Seeing my Kairos men. 
41. The participation of the crowd. 
42. Seeing my son and some of his family. 
43. Inmate’s testimony.  The message. 
44. Eating. 
45. Spending quality time with my husband and kids. 
46. Hanging out with my son. 
47. Was visiting with other people here. Everyone has been wonderful!! 
48. Able to meet other prisoners. 
49. Music. 
50. Getting to hold my husband and be as close to him as possible. 
51. Bible story and being with my loved one. 
52. Seeing my boys (sons) and my cousins from Albuquerque. 
53. The happiest time of my life. 
54. Meal with a loved one. 
55. All of us spending time together. 
56. Prayers. 
57. Getting to visit and hug our nephew. 
58. Visiting. 
59. Being with family and meeting new people. 
60. Interacting with numerous individuals. 
61. Coloring, and arts and crafts with my children. 
62. The singing and fellow shaping. 
63. Listening to the band play. 
64. Getting to hug and talk to my father. 
65. Being able to spend time with my uncle and my dad.  Talking and laughing together. 
66. Seeing my son and getting to eat with him. 
67. Food. 
68. Pizza. 
69. Seeing my mother. 
70. Pizza and delicious homemade cookies. 
71. The singing and little play.  Hearing the inmates doing worship was great. 
72. The Parable of the Sower. 
73. Love and kindness. 
74. The prayers. 
75. My dad and I making arts and crafts. 
76. Spending time with my wife. 
77. Spending time with my husband. 
78. The games and families getting together with the families. 
79. Seeing family time. 
80. My sister.  
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81. Seeing my brother and talking with him. 
82. Very good. 
83. A blessing and time to meet new people. 
84. Spending time with my son. 
85. Seeing my family and meeting my fellow peer’s family. 
86. I like the activities and the food. 
87. Coloring.  
 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. Visitor’s get to spend time with the inmates and have an amazing time talking to each other. 
2. Good to have contact with dad, and it’s real good.  They provide food.  We just need more that’s all. 
3. Spend time with loved ones. 
4. I think everyone needs at least one day of the year.  It helps the inmates. 
5. We get to spend time with our loved ones. 
6. It helps keep families together. 
7. It keeps us together. 
8. It keeps families closer. 
9. It helps bring families closer together. 
10. It shows that the inmates can make a difference. 
11. For inmate moral. 
12. Helps us connect and regain perspective. 
13. It’s a good thing to bring families together and meet new people. 
14. It is good for us inmates to see our family and have fun like this. 
15. It warms the hearts of the family and hopefully provide incentive for us to do good. 
16. It brings families together. 
17. They help the inmates and families come together. 
18. Very heartwarming. 
19. Because we are on good behavior and it is very important to have the inmates get together with their families. 
20. Because God gives us this great promise of being with our children. 
21. It’s God’s will. 
22. Christ oriented program changes lives. 
23. It’s all about family. 
24. It is all good in all ways. 
25. It’s a positive program. 
26. It’s fun, a lot of fun. 
27. It is a great opportunity for everyone. 
28. The inmates need these special kind of visits, and families too.  So families can share this time. 
29. It gives us families a chance to spend a fun time with our loved one.  Please continue to do this.  
30. For visitors the visit is more rewarding after driving many miles.  For residents, more “natural fun” is also 

available. 
31. To get family together. 
32. It brings us closer to our family and incarcerated loved ones. 
33. They need more family support and communication. 
34. It brings families together with loved ones. 
35. It allows inmates to have fun with their families. 
36. It can help volunteers remain aware that the residents do have families that care. 
37. It’s very important work spreading the message of God. 
38. It gives inmates a chance to interact with others. 
39. Changes life.  Brings families together. 
40. It gives the inmates a chance to be happy and eat with the family. 
41. It gives families a unique bonding experience that doesn’t happen with a loved one in prison. 
42. They are healthy for families. 
43. It is good for inmates and families. 
44. Family gets to be with one another. 
45. It really gets the family together. 
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46. Family contact is best and helps strengthen connection between loved ones. 
47. They are good and they are positive. 
48. It brings families together.  And also being able to spend time with my son’s and cousins. 
49. Means a lot to the whole family. 
50. It’s beautiful. 
51. To be closer to the inmates and the Lord. 
52. Seeing family members is important and families must stay in touch. 
53. It’s nice to be with family. 
54. It builds positive bonds with family and fellow inmates. 
55. Wings Family Days elicit huge amounts of positivity for all individuals. 
56. It brings positivity to families. 
57. More families would come out to see their loved ones. 
58. It has a positive impact on inmates and their families.  Allows the inmates to spend time with their families. 

Especially if they travel far. 
59. It’s good for family. 
60. Brings families together. 
61. It helps inmates to socialize. 
62. Families need to be together. 
63. It’s nice to actually be doing things and learning instead of just sitting. 
64. It brings families together and brings inmates close to God. 
65. They unite families and relationships (together). 
66. To me it is a fun and educational.  Unconditional love. 
67. It unites families. 
68. It helps prisoners know God. 
69. It strengthens family ties. 
70. It gives family quality time together. 
71. It changes lives by putting families together for communication and fun without drugs or liquor. 
72. It’s good to help us stay on line with God. 
73. They make me HAPPY.  
74. It gives us time to see family, 
75. It’s a good environment for kids. 
76. Puts family in a more relaxed environment. 
77. Family support. 
78. It’s a great way to have fun with your family and strengthen the bond. 
79. It’s a great time to gather up friends and family. 
80. They should continue because the prisoners can have more time to see us and for us to see them. 
 
I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation 
Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, delicious homemade donated cookies, donated pizza, and 
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Take care of my dad and let him out soon so we can be a family again. 
2. Gracias. Thank you for all the help and your time. 
3. Keep up the wonderful work. 
4. Keep up the work in helping families come together. 
5. I really appreciate it. 
6. Keep hosting great events. 
7. God bless. 
8. God bless you. 
9. Keep it going and I would like to help out in the future. 
10. Thank you so much for making this possible.  The cookies were amazing.  My son is so happy to get to spend 

time with his dad. 
11. I will read all the wonderful books you’ve given to us. 
12. God bless you all. 
13. Prayers to all the people that have helped in prison. 
14. Keep helping families who have a loved one in prison. 
15. Thanks and God bless you. 
16. May the Lord Jesus bless them always. 
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17. Good deal. 
18. Great for morale. 
19. Hope to see this more. 
20. Thank you very much.  
21. God bless all of you for my wonderful time.  This was my first time coming and it was wonderful.  I would love to 

come back for another day of fun!!  Thanks. 
22. Literacy helps people—a lot!! 
23. Do this again. 
24. Job well done. 
25. God bless them.  Keep on thinking kingdom minded. 
26. Thank you. 
27. Thanks to all the staff and volunteers. 
28. God bless you all. 
29. Fun times, family and prayer. 
30. Great job. 
31. God bless you and also thank you, 
32. Thanks for providing the pizza and cookies! 
33. Be blessed. 
34. I appreciate the message. 
35. Continue doing the good work they are doing. 
36. For all the kindness and giving.  Thank you all. 
37. Keep spreading God’s love and positivity.  
38. Good job. 
39. Thanks for the game people. 
40. Thank you again. 
41. May Allah bless and guide you. 
42. You’re doing good. 
43. We thank you for your time and helping out the families. 
44. I hope you have this again next year. 
45. Good stories for people to read. 
46. I am grateful. 
47. Thanks. 
48. Thanks, God bless you!! 
49. It takes special people to extend their blessings to people they do not know. 
50. Just thank you. 
51. We appreciate what you all do. God bless you. 
52. Rock on. 
53. So we can have a good time to celebrate with my uncle. 

 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
3, 5, 10, 18, 29, 70, 80, 110, 150, 159, 180, 185, 230, 240, 255, 282, 292, 300, 320, 325, 330, 350, 400, 420, 
425, 450, 480, 500, 700, 845, 980, 5 hours, 6 hours, 8 hours, 29 hours, 2 planes and then drove 2 hours, a lot of 
miles.  
 
Additional Comments: 
Thank you SO very much!  This Wings Family Day was well worth the lengthy time it took to get to Hobbs.  I’d do it 
all over again tomorrow if we could do this again 
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 Asset Survey Comments 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can apply in your 
daily life? 

1. Positive family communication. 
2. They may help prevent prison/jail events. 
3. Believe in myself. 
4. Positive family support.  Adult role models. 
5. I could start caring about my neighbors, use restraint from drugs, and have increased positive self-

esteem. 
6. High expectations. 
7. Young person spending one or more hours with a church leader. 
8. To take to my other son’s family. 
9. How to be a better person. 
10. Family support.  Positive family communication. 
11. Achievement motivation.   Teach your children to read. 
12. The importance of family support. 
13. Know about the percentage of children that will end up in prison. 
14. Family life provides high level of love and support. 
15. More prayer. 
16. Stay positive. 
17. Don’t give up no matter what. 
18. Being with your loved ones.  Staying positive applying yourself. 
19. Having fun, being positive, and being with family. 
20. I learned about how internal assets like commitment to learning positive values, social 

competencies, and positive identity are important in a bright future. 
21. Stay positive, have high expectations.  Stay honest, have respect for yourself and others. 
22. Empowerment. 
23. Boundaries and expectations. 
24. That you need to be constructive with your time and be positive influences on younger 

generations. 
25. Read, read, read to your children, and family support. 
26. External assets and internal assets are extremely important. 
27. Family support. 
28. To be positive and supportive. 
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29. Positiveness at all levels in human and family interactions. 
30. More family support. 
31. To spend more time as a family. 
32. I want to take these Assets© and apply them to the rest of my family, especially my grandkids. 
33. Family boundaries, honesty and integrity. 
34. They are good to make family strength. 
35. They are important to strengthen family bonds and keep families together. 
36. I can be more positive and motivational to everyone I meet, and positivity will expand to others 

around me. 
37.  To share what we learned with others on how to rebuild our lives to do better and to be 

successful in our future. 
38. To always try and be a positive role model to the youth and other adults. 
39. Family support, caring and religious community, 
40. Spread the word of God. 

What Assets© do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Service to others. 
2. Family. 
3. Family. 
4. Positive feedback, communication among others. 
5. My sense of purpose and my motivation. 
6. Adult role models. 
7. Family times are meant for more than just sitting with one another. 
8. Neighborhood boundaries. 
9. My patience. 
10. My people skills. 
11. Communication with family and getting to know others. 
12. Family support, being there for my brother. 
13. Communication, how God is always there no matter what happens in your life. 
14. The support for my son. 
15. Family support. 
16. Unity as a whole community in the environment we are in. 
17. Communication skills. 
18. Everyone is the same! 
19. Our family. 
20. Support, because it rounds around everything daily. 
21. I think External Assets© were strengthened today, 
22. Positive peer influence, personal power. 
23. Support and positive values. 
24. Adult relationships. 
25. Support, social competencies and positive values. 
26. Being with family and communication skills.  Caring, self-esteem. 
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27. Personal power and family support. 
28. Sense of purpose. 
29. Family support and adult relationships. 
30. Positive peer influence. 
31. Positive family communication. 
32. Positive values and God. 
33. Praying as a group and having to see my son in good health and in good spirits. 
34. Religious community, family support, and service to others. 
35. Adult relationships, and making marriages stronger. 
36. Adult relationships, caring, and sense of purpose. 
37. Internal Assets©.  Knowing that my dad could feel good to spend time with me and also making 

me feel positive about when he gets out. 
38. How great God is. 
39. Social assets, being able to communicate with others. 
40. Family support, caring and religious community. 
41. Believing in God. 

Which Assets© do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Honesty, responsibility. 
2. High standards. 
3. Keeping the faith. 
4. Caring, faith, hope, and love. 
5. Family support and time at home. 
6. Self-esteem. 
7. Church ties. 
8. Religious community. 
9. Love. 
10. Family support. 
11. Adult role model. 
12. Togetherness and love. 
13. Love and support. 
14. Family values. 
15. Trust and love.  Pray together. 
16. Support and family values. 
17. I think the external assets are strongest in my family. 
18. Family support, family communication and family boundaries. 
19. Support. 
20. Honesty and positive values. 
21. Positive values and support. 
22. Standing behind one another and talking with each other. 
23. Positive family communication. 
24. Family support, parent involvement, family boundaries. 
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25. Caring and responsibility are two assets that are mentioned in our home frequently. 
26. Other adult relationships. 
27. Teaching positivity. 
28. Having good family relationships with mom and sisters. 
29. Caring, self-esteem and positive view of personal future. 
30. Peaceful conflict resolution. 
31. Peaceful conflict resolution, honesty, integrity and responsibility. 
32. Definitely internal. My family is all about uplifting one another and motivating each other. 
33. To put God first. 
34. Family support, positive values and social consistency. 
35. Support and caring. 
36. Family sticking together. 

Which Assets© do you think you would like to work harder on in your family? 

1. Resistance skills. 
2. Communication. 
3. Positive family communication. 
4. Positive view of personal future. 
5. Spending time together. 
6. Peaceful conflict resolution, 
7. My prayers. 
8. Planning and decision making. 
9. More acceptance of everyone and less judgmental ways. 
10. Having the whole family come down and join the fun. 
11. Praying for loved ones and others as equals. 
12. Unity. 
13. More time together. 
14. Constructive use of time. 
15. I think we can work on our positive values. 
16. Religious community. 
17. Positive identity, social competencies. 
18. Not arguing as much at dinner time. 
19. Service to others. 
20. Self-esteem. 
21. Family communication, safety, family support. 
22. Personal power. Family members should strive to empower each other. 
23. More responsibilities. 
24. Positive identity. 
25. Make more calls to family to tell them how I’m doing here. 
26. Time at home, adult role model, planning and decision making. 
27. Our family is strong. 
28. Both.  I believe we can improve both external and internal assets. 
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29. Grow closer to God. 
30. Commitment to learning, positive values. 
31. Planning and decision making. 
32. Spending time with one another. 

Additional comments: 

1. Thank you. 
2. This is a Christ-based program.  Only Christ (Jesus) changes people for good, when they accept 

him and invite him into their hearts. 
3. I’m very impressed with this program.  I was not aware of something like this.  I would love to 

participate in something like this in my community. 
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The 6th Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility – GP-1, was held on Sunday, Oct. 29, 
2017, in Hobbs, NM. There were 209 inmates and family members who were cleared to attend the Family 
Day, 14 inmates who were in the praise band, and there were 11 volunteers who were able to attend the 
Family Day.  The volunteers came from 11 different churches and were from Albuquerque, Moriarty, and 
Hobbs. 
 
The Albuquerque volunteers had driven down from Albuquerque on Friday and did an “Asset training” and 
general training to prepare the men for what to expect at the Family Day on Friday night.  That way they 
are additional “team members” and also have learned about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, 
ways to strengthen families and cut at-risk behaviors. The men learned that if you have more than 30 of 
the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people 
today have far fewer Assets© the men learned that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us 
will better prepare us keep more Assets in place during difficult times.  
 
The Wings’ team did a Family Day for the GP population on Saturday, Oct. 28, and then a Family Day 
for the GP-1 population on Sunday, Oct. 29.  
 
Sunday morning the volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day. 
Paper bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  Platters of homemade 
cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations 
too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone 
played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all 
the children who were there participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the 
fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The praise band at Lea County is outstanding, and everyone loved the music and 
singing.  
 
Next the room was transformed into a “sowing field” as Ann led the Bible story of The Parable of the 
Sower.  The “Sower” was chosen, as were the initial “seeds’, the “birds of the air”, the “thorns”, the 
“stompers” and the “rock”.  The “Sower” sowed the first seeds.  They started to grow and then they were 
trampled upon and withered and died.  The field was cleared and the Sower sowed some more seeds.  
The birds of the air came and pecked at them and finally they withered and died.  The field was cleared 
again.  Again the Sower sowed seeds, but they feel between the thorns and the thorns chocked the seeds 
and they withered and died.  Next the Sower sowed the seeds on the rock and they withered and died.  
But when the Sower finally sowed the seeds on GOOD SOIL, the seeds grew and grew and even grew a 
hundredfold!  Everyone loved being part of the story, especially when everyone at the end was a seed 
that grew a hundredfold!   
 
Ann reflected on this parable and how often we don’t grow as we should and get stomped upon, choked 
by the “thorns” in our lives, and pecked by the “birds” and distractions in our lives.  But once we fall on 
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good soil, we can not only grow, but surpass all expectations and grow a hundredfold!  With God as the 
Sower, all things are possible. 
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Other 
program leaders shared about programs at LCCF, and prison staff shared about the various programs 
that are available at the prison. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the donated pizza by a 
generous donor, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held 
at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Everyone pulled out their plastic spoons and 
soon everyone was hanging a spoon on their nose!  It was absolutely amazing how long people could keep 
a spoon on their noses!  After many movements, spins, and even the hokey pokey, and finalists had a “run 
to the finish” to determine the final winners.  It was SO much fun watching everyone laugh and have such a 
good time.  Certificate were awarded to the proud winners, as we all laughed and cheered. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
I came to the Wings Family Day Party today because: 

1. To spend time with my family and especially my grandkids. 
2. To spend time with my family and friends. 
3. I was invited by my father. 
4. To give our support. 
5. To have fun with my uncle. 
6. To have family time with my grandson. 
7. To have fun and associate with people. 
8. I came to visit with my son. 
9. Came to support my brother. 
10. To spend time with my family and enjoy the Wings event. 
11. To see my uncle and to pray with God. 
12. Spend time with my son, praising my God together. 
13. To see my uncle. 
14. To see my uncle and pray. 
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15. I volunteered for the Wings Family Day. 
16. My brother invited me. 
17. I wanted my family to receive the blessings from this event. 
18. I had never been to one, and had heard it was a lot of fun. 
19. To visit my brother. 
20. I wanted to fellowship with my 4 children, together after 20 years. 
21. I haven’t seen my brother in 20 years. 
22. To see my sister and to show her I how I live in here. 
23. My brother invited me to come to the Wings program. 
24. To see my son. 
25. See what it’s all about. 
26. My brother invited me. 
27. I came to see my daddy. 
28. Spend time with my son. 
29. To spend time with my pops. 
30. To spend time with my husband.  I’ve heard great reviews about this program. 
31. To spend time with our family. 
32. My son and his family. 
33. Came to see my grandson. 
34. I love and miss my family and they came to see me.  Thank you. 
35. I wanted to see my brother. 
36. To meet all the wonderful people whom Jesus also loves. 
37. I enjoy it. 
38. I was invited and to see what the Wings program is about. 
39. Support my son. 
40. Promote God’s word, connect with family, and Christian fellowship. 
41. Fellowship with my son and the other inmates. 
42. I liked it. 
43. Special time with my son.  Good Christian fellowship. 
44. Wanted to get close to God with my son and other people. 
45. Wanted to see my family. 
46. I wanted to spend time with my daughter’s dad. 
47. I wanted to interact with my uncle. 
48. I love my uncle. 
49. Spend time with my son and the rest of the family. 
50. I enjoy family bonding, I also miss my son. 
51. To spend time with my husband.  Be closer to him without boundary restrictions, rejoice in God 

with my husband by my side. 
52. My loved ones came to visit me. 
53. My son told me about it.  Was very pleased. 
54. I care. 
55. It’s all about Jesus. 

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Arts and crafts. 
2. Spending time with family. 
3. Such large interaction. 
4. The family environment. 
5. Very fun and being able to meet other kids. 
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6. Very enjoyable. 
7. Spending time with my son. 
8. Prayer, friendship, togetherness and meeting people. 
9. To spend time with my brother. 
10. Being able to spend time with my loved ones and also praising God. 
11. To see my uncle and pray. 
12. Sitting and eating together like family, laughing, praying together. 
13. Making crafts with my uncle. 
14. When we made crafts. 
15. The helpfulness of the residents (inmates) and the caliber of the music groups—and Ann’s 

enthusiasm. 
16. The Sower Parable. 
17. First of all my momma and sisters are here, the Sower Parable acted out, and having family meet 

other families. 
18. The music and prayers.  Sharing this with my family. 
19. Singing and sharing. 
20. The singing and the visiting. 
21. The Parable of the Sower. 
22. Praise and worship. 
23. Sitting with the families and volunteer and our own family as one family. 
24. The music. 
25. The interaction and the music. 
26. Music and fellowship. 
27. Involvement from everyone. 
28. Getting to sit and visit. 
29. Playing music. 
30. Meeting some of the other guys, how they love their families and the Lord. 
31. Hanging out, laughing, and joking. 
32. Being able to spend time with family without limitation.  There aren’t any other family activities 

provided by this facility. 
33. Listening to God’s message and being with family. 
34. My kids and wife’s hugs and kisses. 
35. Arts and crafts with the family. 
36. Visiting with my son and seeing the interaction of them and his kids. 
37. Meeting other parents. 
38. Spending time with my baby nephew. 
39. Hanging out with my brother. 
40. Sociable parts, music and food. 
41. Food and laughter. 
42. My grandson. 
43. The speeches. 
44. Fellowship around the lunch table. 
45. Seeing certain inmates who were living in the dark come out and exhibit quality of the living 

water. (God inside them.) 
46. Seeing my son, fellowship and sharing with others. 
47. Being together, laughter, Christian fellowship, sharing time with others. 
48. Music and discussions. 
49. To see my family face to face. 
50. The worship, songs and discussion. 
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51. Seeing my daughter and her dad smile. 
52. Being able to make cereal necklaces with my uncle. 
53. Seeing my brother. 
54. Seeing my uncle. 
55. Spending time with our family and our friend. 
56. When we shared dinner with the other families that was nice. 
57. Hearing stories of other families in the same struggle as us.  Praising God with my husband.  

Being able to bond with him and be supportive of him. 
58. Being able to hold my loved ones freely. 
59. Being close, holding hands and uniting to hear about our Lord.  The food was awesome. 
60. Getting to meet my mom after 10 years. 
61. Family time. 
62. The visiting. 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It brings families closer together. 
2. It lets us socialize with our family. It is nice to do it.  
3. It’s great for the inmates and family to enjoy true meaning. 
4. It’s good for the soul. 
5. We learn a lot about God and other people. 
6. We have a lot of fun learning and doing arts and crafts with my uncle. 
7. We learn a lot about other people. 
8. It feels good to praise God and fellowship. 
9. I enjoyed myself very much, and had a great visit with my son. 
10. It’s a good group, brings people together and happy. 
11. It is a better way to interact with family.  It lets inmates feel “normal” in a sense. 
12. So the inmates could pray with others. 
13. Brings family together and have hearts.  It’s very nice to hear all this. 
14. Because it allows the inmates to move around and interact with their family and do things you normally 

not do in a regular visit. 
15. Because they are fun and you can walk around and we can talk about God. 
16. It creates a bright spot for those residents that do qualify to attend. 
17. This program is so important for so many. 
18. This is a great way to visit with your family. 
19. They do a good job. 
20. It gives encouragement, guidance and fellowship. 
21. It gives a chance to physically spend time with our loved ones in jail. 
22. It brought me closer to my brother. 
23. It gets families together and binds them. 
24. Without, I don’t think I would have come to see him. 
25. It makes the men in here feel loved and close to their family. 
26. It allows family to come together and interact. 
27. It’s good to bring families closer together. 
28. Brings families closer. 
29. It’s fun. 
30. Because it’s about God. 
31. Yes, yes and yes. 
32. Because we need to spend “physical” time with our families.  LCCF club activities are no more. 
33. It’s great positive influence.  It gives our incarcerated loves ones something to look forward to, as well as 

us. 
34. It brings our families together for support and hope. 
35. It brings and keeps family bonds. 
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36. It is so important to bring families and God together. 
37. Gives families time to mingle with other inmates and families. 
38. It’s a good way to spend time with your family. 
39. It lets you hang out with family. 
40. It is a form of great rehab for inmates and family. 
41. It connects family with each other, so others can be introduced. 
42. Should host twice a year. 
43. Brings families together. 
44. Hope is the best tool that prison officials can implement for prisoner behavior but even more so as their 

part of greater good. 
45. It is the American way as a patriot and is foundational.  The U.S. was founded on this premise. 
46. It builds bonds and trust with the men’s friendships and families. 
47. Christian fellowship between inmates and families, and good times for remembrance. 
48. Good for everyone involved and the inmates to get closer to each other. 
49. It’s a positive way to bring families together for support. 
50. It helps the inmates bond with their loved ones. 
51. It’s fun for the families. 
52. It gives family a chance to bond. 
53. It shows how much I love my uncle. 
54. It’s good for our family. 
55. It brings all families together.  It is great to meet new families. 
56. Gives families a chance to bond without restrictions.  Everyone needs to be loved and get hugs and kisses 

with no restrictions.  Provides support for our loved ones who are incarcerated. 
57. It’s a very bonding and awesome experience to be with loved ones and with volunteers that care. 
58. Getting to meet lots of the families, and being close to our loved ones.  Sharing our meal like at home. 
59. It’s uplifting. 
60. Inmates are isolated from families and the family structure is broken. 
 

I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated homemade cookies and 
pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Hope and pray that we can continue to have these functions. 
2. Thank you all for letting us spend time with our family that we really do not see all the time. 
3. It was very fun and greatly appreciated. 
4. You are appreciated. 
5. God bless.  I hope to come back and learn more things about the Wings of LIFE. 
6. Have a blessed day.  I hope you all come back again. 
7. Keep up the good work.  I hope we can do this again. 
8. Thank you for this program and letting us fellowship. 
9. There should be more inmates participating. 
10. Everything was great. 
11. Really, thank you so much for your time, and all the things you have done.  It’s greatly appreciated. 
12. And to pray with all of us. Thank you. 
13. God bless you guys, keep safe.  Thank you! I love spending time like this with my son. 
14. Thanks for having this program. 
15. Thank you for having this program so I can see my uncle. 
16. Thank you all.  Literacy is so important. 
17. Please continue to bless people in this way. 
18. These family interactions are valuable. 
19. The cookies were amazing and I especially liked the ones that had “U R Loved” on them.  It made me feel 

very special and loved. 
20. I hope this program continues. 
21. God bless. 
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22. God bless, appreciate everything. 
23. Thank you. 
24. Keep up the good work, thanks and God bless. 
25. Keep helping those who can’t help themselves. 
26. You’ve made my visit most wonderful, the best I’ve had ever. 
27. God bless you all. 
28. You make a difference. 
29. Thank you very much, we appreciate it.  
30. Keep up the good work. 
31. Keep them coming because they are delicious and informative. 
32. I’m happy for everything. 
33. Thanks for doing this for people in prison. 
34. Are very informative. 
35. God bless you all. 
36. Homemade cookies were very good eats. 
37. Appreciation for everything you do.  Thanks. 
38. You are shining the light of God’s love in a dark place.  Hope comes by love. Keep shining please. 
39. Give all praise to the most high, God. 
40. God bless you all! Thank you to NMDC also. 
41. Love you much and God bless you. Thanks. 
42. I appreciate the hospitality. 
43. Thank you all for everything.  This was wonderful. 
44. God bless you all.  Please continue the great positive work you do. 
45. It was really nice to sit next to my husband for the first time ever.  Emotionally support him and not have 

C. O.’s breathing down our necks. 
46. If there’s anything me or my family could do, let me know. 
47. Appreciate everything they did for us being together.  The words and singing to our Lord was awesome. 

And worth every mile to get here. 
48. You are appreciated. 
49. Thank you for letting me get to know my family again. 
50. Please continue this work. God bless. 

 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the party: 

2, 4, 80, 106, 116, 120, 125, 135, 140, 170, 200, 213, 230, 250, 285, 300, 306, 340, 350, 354, 
397, 440, 500, 550, 600, 700, a lot, I drove all my life to come to the party, 4 hours, 5 hours 

 
Additional Comments: 

1. Thank you. 
2. Thank you so much for helping us to have a great day with my son. I hope this program never stops. It 

helps all of us to have a normal time with our family. Thank you again! 
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 Asset Survey Comments 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can 
apply in your daily life? 

1. Pray. 
2. Support and constructive use of time. 
3. Commitment to learning. 
4. Constructive use of time. 
5. Encouraging Assets© cans be very life changing. 
6. It is important to apply lessons learned in everyday life. 
7. Look at life differently and enjoy what you have, 
8. To protect and support a young child at home, to feel safe, loved and cared for. 
9. I already do these things not only for children but my husband and other family members, 
10. That it can be helpful. 
11. Improve on all 40 Assets©! Read more. Strive to be a better role model. 
12. Constructive use of time. “Time” is an Assets©!  we have here in large quantity.  Let’s use it to our 

greatest advantage and on our fullest conclusion. 
13. Walk in love and kindness to all. 
14. Translate youth programs into adult programs.  I need more creative activities. 
15. Spend more family time.  Read and talk with your children more often.  Always tell them you love 

them. 
16. Internal Assets© and External Assets©  I enjoyed learning about them and will work on all 40 of 

them. 
17. To learn how to use free-will in life and to do what I have to do. 
18. Families, even though separated, can study and think about pursuing good growth. 
19. Always support your family. Give back to your community.  Be adult role models. 
20. Working together. 
21. Support for families. 
22. What you sow, a person reaps. 
23. Caring. 
24. Have family there for support. 

Developmental Assets© are currently being reinforced within our home. 
25. Support. 
26. To encourage our family and be supportive. 
27. The importance of family respect and values 
28. Communication with your family. 
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29. Good communication and family support. 
30. Positive identity. 
31. Self-discipline. 
32. Pray. 
33. Family support and sense of purpose. 
34. That the Lord gives us the opportunity to make changes. 
35. People felt the love. 

What Assets© do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Wings. 
2. Commitment to learning, positive values. 
3. Other adult relationships. 
4. Caring, honesty. 
5. Commitment to learning, positive values. 
6. Social competencies. 
7. Support and positive values. 
8. Family being together. 
9. I want my grandson to read more and never wind up in prison. 
10. Family bonding, emotional support. 
11. Family. 
12. Caring neighborhood, adult role models and self-esteem. 
13. Praising God. 
14. Patience. 
15. Opening up and getting to know different people.  Not to shy down so much. 
16. Positive values (reinforcement = I.E. Positive identities, support (family support.) 
17. My family time and bonding. 
18. Positive family communication, creative activities, and caring. 
19. Caring, because we came to visit. 
20. Power of family. 
21. Positive environment. 
22. Closeness of my family. 
23. Faith and kindness. 
24. Creative activities, family support, positive values. 
25. Family support. 
26. Supporting our family member. 
27. We supported our family member 
28. All the family support and love. 
29. Love and prayer. 
30. Family bonding. 
31. Constructive use of time. 
32. Caring. 
33. Prayer. 
34. Sense of purpose. 
35. Family and bringing us together. 
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Which Assets© do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Honesty, responsibility. 
2. Family support, caring, honesty and self-esteem. 
3. Honesty and caring. 
4. Homework, positive identity. 
5. Family support. 
6. Support, empowerment, positive values. 
7. Positive identity. 
8. Positive identity and positive values. 
9. To see each other, and being together. 
10. Communicating feelings, hugs, and being together. 
11. Emotional support and positive reinforcements. 
12. Emotional support. 
13. Caring, planning and decision-making.  Honesty. 
14. Prayer. 
15. Commitment to learning, positive values. 
16. We tell each other we love each other all day long. 
17. Positive values, positive identity, commitment to learning, social competencies. 
18. Love and caring. 
19. Our youth, adult role model. 
20. Sense of purpose. 
21. Communication. 
22. Love and tenacity. 
23. Money!! 
24. Love and support. 
25. Family support. 
26. Support and love. 
27. Helping each other. 
28. Supporting one another. 
29. God, love, kindness, hope! 
30. God first and communication. 
31. Support. 
32. Support, affirmation, caring. 
33. Safety. 
34. We prayed together. 

Which Assets© do you think you would like to work harder on in your family? 

1. Reading the bible. 
2. Social competencies. 
3. Bonding to school, reading pleasure. 
4. Support. 
5. Social competencies and empowerment 
6. Believe in God to help in everyday life. 
7. Even when we are apart, more letters of support to our son. 
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8. With assistance from LCCF, be able to spend more personal time with my husband. 
9. More time to bond. 
10. Personal power. 
11. Prayer. 
12. Constructive use of time. 
13. Family time, get away from all the cell phones, and actually spend time with one another. 
14. Positive family communication. 
15. To stay together and strong faith. 
16. Caring school climate. 
17. Time at home. 
18. Working and playing together. 
19. Family support. 
20. Be involved more. 
21. Honesty. 
22. Empowerment. 
23. Positive values and communication. 
24. Do more family visits like this. 
25. More family visits to stay in touch. 
26. To bring back those who have gone astray. 
27. Sense of purpose to each family member. 
28. Interpersonal competence, peaceful conflict resolution. 
29. Positive values. 
30. Assertiveness. 
31. More time for each other. 
32. Homework. 
33. That I got to see my son, we ate dinner with one another.  Love and safety. 

Additional comments: 

1. Please, please let’s get to do this many more times!!  We were all one big family, that’s what I 
enjoyed. 
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